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Summary and Recommendations

The provision of Ashrarm School started in 1972 as part of the National Scheme but this
scheme has been in operation in Maharashtra since the year 1952, It was initially
implemented through voluntary organizations and was later taken over by the state
government in the year 1972-73 where the students get boarding and lodging facilities to
promote education among the scheduled tribes, The local children aitend the school as day
scholars, As per the Government of Maharashtra GR of 14t August 1972, the aim of the
Ashram School was envisaged as direct intervention to tackle the socio-economic and
geographical inequalities of tribal population by providing educational opportunity to them.
Later the Ashram Schools aimed to reduce the absenteeism. wastage and stagnation of

educalion al primary level,

The Public Interest Litigation {PIL.) filed in the Honourable Bombhay High Court by the
petitioners Mr. Ravindra Umakant Talpe and others allege that proper arrangements have not
been made in respect of basic public utilities which are provided in the Ashram Schools all
over Maharashtra. The Honourable Bombay High Court directed the state government to
make an assessment of the facilities available in the Ashram Schools for the students by
taking assistance of Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) and other similar organisations.
The state of Maharashtra was directed to make teams either from Social Justice Department
or Child Wellare Department along with members ol the NGOs which are doing work in
these areas (refer CRPIL 69 of 2013 heard on June 18%, 2014). As a result GR. was issued by
the Government of Maharashtra on Tuly 2014 to carry out a survey with the technical
assistance of Tata Institute of Social Sciences. The survey tool was designed by the Tribal
Development Department with Tata Institute of Social Sciences. The state government
assigned Depuly CEQ, Women and Child Wellare Departmmenl as the Nodal oflicer in cach
district and team of officials headed by the CDPO of [CDS i each taluka were formed to

carry out the assessment and fill the survey form. The team consisted of the following

members:
1. Child Development Project Officer, ICDS Samiti Head
2, Extension Officer (Education), Panchayat Samiti Member
3. Head Sevika, Child Development Project Member

4, Social Welfare Supervisor, Social Welfare Office (As per availability) Member

5. Local NGO Representative/ Govt. Nominated NGO Representatives

6. Tata Institute of Social Sciences Representatives Member
as additional member as per the availability.
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